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Suspended from the ceiling in the South Head House of Pier 57, architect Josemaría de Churtichaga’s “The
Magic Carpet” allows for multiple configurations of its 36 shipping containers — and the creation of a
unique space for hosting a multitude of events. Photo courtesy of Hudson River Park Trust

BY WINNIE McCROY | Among the many changes coming to Chelsea is the renovation of
the historic Pier 57, located at 15th Street at Hudson River Park. Although developer Young Woo
& Associates won’t break ground on renovations until this October, they have already begun
ramping up the retail and entertainment components of this project to get people accustomed to
heading across the highway in search of diversions.
“It is going to be a large, multi-use complex with retail, food, cultural programming, public park
space and a lot going on,” said Felice Jiang, of the public relations firm Nadine Johnson &
Associates. “We are restoring much of the pier, and we are adding an outdoor venue on the roof,
for the Tribeca Film Festival.”
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You may more easily recognize Pier 57 as the cool mint-green building at 15th Street that was the
former Marine & Aviation center. The 444,000-square-foot structure was built in 1952 on
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By the spring of 2015, Pier 57 will be fully transformed into a dynamic center for food, fashion, film and
the arts. Photo courtesy of GettyImages

The shipping container concept is currently being displayed gallery-style, in Josemaría de
Churtichaga’s installation, “The Magic Carpet.” This Spanish architect has created an installation
of 36 shipping containers suspended from the ceiling in the South Head House of the Pier, with
each container hanging 10 feet from the ground. The installation allows for individual containers
to be lowered and configured in multiple ways, allowing them to keep a unique space for hosting
exhibitions, events and other art installations during the exhibitions’ 18-month tenure.
“The Magic Carpet is a floating ceiling of desires, a waiting answer to your questions, a never
ending scenes scenery, a million stories container contained…it needs you, is waiting for you to
activate the magic,” said Churtichaga, when describing the installation.
“Just to be clear, the Incuboxes are not the containers we’re using for retail now,” noted Young &
Woo’s Director of Business Development Adam Zucker. “They’re a marketing, pre-leasing effort
as much as an art installation. We really just wanted to open the doors to Pier 57, because
millions of people pass it by and no one knows its beauty. It’s not enough to come into ‘an
abandoned warehouse last used by the MTA.’ We had to tell the story, but we don’t want the
neighborhood to think that this 16,000 foot section of the Marina is the whole thing.”
Pier 57 is also the site for “Pier Pressure,” a huge indoor mural painted onto the floor by local
street artists. Jiang said, “We had a video installation in May, the street artists painting the floor
in July, and on Saturdays we celebrate young musicians with a two-hour performance. We will
have this unique programming throughout the rest of the summer.”
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CITY APPROVES RESTORATION
In April, the New York City Council and the HRPT completed the Uniform Land Use Review
Procedure (ULURP) process for the project, approving the developers to move forward on
construction and renovation. The process was led by the HRPT, which serves a role akin to a
landlord in this situation. Construction on the project will begin this October, and be completed
in the spring of 2015.
“This was a truly collaborative process that wouldn’t have been possible without the sustained
support and assistance of our neighbors and local leaders, and the developer’s own creative
vision for the pier,” said HRPT President and CEO Madelyn Wils in an April press release.
Wils, who will continue to collaborate with Pier 57 on uses for the space, thanked the New York
City Council and Speaker Christine Quinn, Borough President Scott Stringer, Community Board
4 and the City Planning Commission for “recognizing the importance of bringing this historic
pier back to life.”
“The project ensures the Hudson River Park Trust will soon see a new, sorely needed source of
revenue, which will be used to help improve and maintain the entire park,” said Quinn at the
time of the ULURP approval. “The Pier 57 redevelopment plan is a major victory for
Manhattan’s west side community.”
Zucker said that the ULURP approval and rezoning process was the culmination of a three-year
process of regulatory approvals that involved 27 city, state and federal agencies.
“They approved our plans, and with that approval, we’re allowed to go forward with our
proposed plans,” said Zucker. “It was an important milestone and one we used to kick off the
public facing side of the project.”
Construction on the project will start imminently, said Zucker, noting that at some point in the
near future, there will be a leasing office for Pier 57 businesses. Zucker noted that part of the
New York experience is the vibrancy of culture — especially in the amalgam of arts, fashion,
design, music and culture that occurs in the Meatpacking District. He hoped that rather than
presenting people with a purely retail experience, the combination of all of these components
would allow Pier 57 to be part of this unique cultural phenomenon.
Pier 57’s completion will also dovetail nicely with the completion of the first phase of the Hudson
Yards development project and the Hudson Park & Boulevard. Together with the extension of
the High Line to 34th Street, these projects will effectively transform the area between 14th and
34th Streets, from Tenth Avenue to the Hudson River, into a vibrant new destination.
“We didn’t think too much about Hudson Yards when we were planning this, but I do see a
correlation between the Meatpacking District and the High Line, and the expansion of Chelsea
with that,” said Jiang. “We are all hoping that as Pier 57 grows, the community will also grow
with it.”
Zucker said that Chelsea has not just evolved, but matured, and come into its own. He saw the
opening of Pier 57 as a logical extension of that growth, saying that, “With the Chelsea Market,
the Meatpacking District really started pushing further west, and we definitely feel like we’ll be
not just an extension of this, but an integral part of this neighborhood. Right now, we’re just
trying to draw the emotional connection so people will see this as both a neighborhood
destination and a place that tourists will want to visit.”
RETAIL OPPORTUNITIES TO BE FOUND AT THE MARINA
According to Jiang, the rehabilitation of the pier and the use of repurposed shipping containers
would provide an attractive and affordable retail space for local small business owners.
“The Incubox shopping space with the open shipping containers is going to be at much better
rates versus other stores in the Meatpacking District,” said Jiang. “Leasing for those will also be
different. It will be easier to put your foot in the door for just a couple of months, as opposed to
traditional retail spaces. But we will also have those, and hope larger brands will take a part in
this project. It should be very cool.”
Zucker said that this availability would be more than just a matter of pricing. A portion of the
Incuboxes have been reserved for small business owners, both local and international. The
leasing process and terms of the overall property management and tenancy have been designed
to take the stress off small business start-ups and make it accessible by cutting out the brokers,
attorneys, accountants, business loans and “a lot of the headaches that deter the creative class
from coming to market.”
“We believe New York has become too commercialized, and there is a yearning to return to the
artisanal,” said Zucker. “We strongly believe the future of retail is a return to the marketplace, of
experiential retail, interacting not only with the owner but the brand, but of getting off the
computers and back into the shopping realm.”
And even before the project is completed, those involved are eager to make Pier 57 a destination
for locals and tourists alike. To that end, they are hosting entertainers in the fields of fashion,

3 of 5

5/30/18, 3:44 PM

From Holding Pen to Hot Spot: Pier 57 has Bustle, Before Cons...

http://chelseanow.com/2013/07/from-holding-pen-to-hot-spot-pi...

music and art. In what they call “a taste of things to come,” they have also opened retail outlets
for Fletcher’s Brooklyn Barbecue, Van Leeuwen Ice Cream, Cold Process Coffee, Takumi Tacos,
Soludos, Tiny Empire and North Brooklyn Collective.
Zucker celebrated the small retail aspect of the project as an “opportunity to interact with and
spot up-and-coming talent.” But he also admitted it was a bit of a teaser for some of the
grandeur that is to come.
“The fact that we got this far is a testament to our vision,” said Zucker. “We are using it to prelease the project, and to speak to the targeted key partners we’d want in this building. I can’t
name names, but I can say that we are speaking to a very prominent hospitality operator, a
strong multi-brand fashion tenant and a very authentic New York restaurateur.”
ARTISTS SHOWCASE MUSIC, VISUAL ART
In an effort to get people accustomed to seeing shows at Pier 57, New York City artists have
come together to create the group NYCFiveHundred. They hope to spread inspiration through
collective sharing of ideas.
This exchange has manifested itself in a showcase of musical and visual art called
9/FiveHundred, a series held every Saturday through August 24 at Pier 57. Each night will be
broken up into two hours of performance, and an hour of mingling and networking. Upcoming
artists include visual artists Kim Alban and George Tsourounakis, songwriter Candace Lee
Camacho and opera vocalist David Cronin.
“The hook would be the programming we’ve been doing all summer to get people used to
crossing the highway and going into this space to see how beautiful it is,” said Jiang. “We’ve had
food and retail venders in the open shipping containers, from the juice bar to the BBQ place.
We’ve had innovative arts, fashion, food and unique programming. We really want people to get
out there and get a taste of what Pier 57 will eventually be like.”
— For more information, visit p57nyc.com.

Comments
Pier 57 Watch: The story of Pier 57—and what… – insiderater.com
says:
August 2, 2013 at 7:25 am
[…] story of Pier 57—and what to do with it—is a long one. Chelsea Now nicely captures its
tumultuous history since World War II and how we got where we are today, which is a site for
[…]

Alan Murfee
says:
August 6, 2013 at 1:04 am
This is really an informative and comprehensive post that provided me the almost entire
knowledge of the proceedings those have been taken before the construction. I really liked the
way it has been written.

Laura
says:
August 6, 2013 at 2:53 pm
I think it's wonderful that they're converting the space into something that everyone can use. I
wonder how it will affect the sense of community around the area.
Pier 57 Redevelopment | Len Grunstein Acts as Financial Consultant | Leonard
Grunstein
says:
October 7, 2013 at 12:19 pm
[…] 1969 and served as a garage and maintenance facility until 2003. In 2004, it earned the
nickname, “Little Guantanamo on the Hudson,” after the NYPD used it as a holding pen for
Republican National Convention […]

Smith Smith
says:
October 18, 2013 at 10:32 am
On the completion of this project many of the people will get benefit from it. It will create lot of
jobs and will strength the economy.
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Matthew K. Jones
says:
November 3, 2013 at 11:52 am
Its really informative, some facts and other points given here are quite considerable and to the
point as well, would be so far better idea to look for more of these kind for having efficient
results. http://www.rooferstorontoon.com
Manhattan's Pier 57, aka 'SuperPier,' Looking Super-Fine in Renderings December 31, 2013 - NewYork.com
says:
December 31, 2013 at 10:50 am
[…] As Young & Woo’s director of business development, Adam Zucker, told the publication
Chelsea Now over the summer, “With the Chelsea Market, the Meatpacking District really
started pushing […]

matt
says:
February 10, 2014 at 5:00 am
Young Woo & Associates has bagged a prestigious project, let us just hope that they complete the
work within the scheduled time period. Since I am in the construction business too, I have a
suggestion for them, they could save time by purchasing the materials online. For instance, at
AllMetalsInc.com, they will find metal supplies like Steel Square Tubing.

Thomas Maloney
says:
March 19, 2014 at 3:35 am
There are a lot of under utilized spaces along the marina that are now being converted into an
events and entertainment area. These include old and abandoned storage spaces and buildings
wherein the raw structure within these buildings provide a raw and more natural treatment of
the entertainment and events space. It is a good thing that here in Brisbane, these kinds of
structures are protected by certain laws and regulations even if taken over by private companies
to develop and improve.
Pier 57 Plans Promise Public Space, Food Hall, Plenty of Google | chelseanow.com
says:
February 21, 2018 at 9:11 pm
[…] Chelsea Now reported back in July of 2013, the original plan for the long, mint green
building at W. 15th St. that was […]
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