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Emeralds from Brazil and Columbia... Ceylon sapphires...
brightly colored stones from India... conflict-free diamonds --
they're all yours for the taking courtesy of Effy Jewelry. Every
year, 150,000 carats of precious gems make their way to the
studio workshop of consummate jeweler Effy Hematian, the
man behind Effy Jewelry, the exclusive line sold on Carnival and
Princess Caribbean Cruises, as well as in more than 600 Macy's
stores.

"We have been in the Caribbean for 21 years," said Jennifer
Feldman, Effy's Senior Vice President of Operations and
Marketing. "People love to commemorate their experience with

a piece of jewelry. It's all about celebrating an occasion, and remembering that excitement of being out of
your element. Every time you look at that piece of jewelry, you can remember that experience."

For more than two decades, tourists have come to know Effy products via their boutiques, found on islands
including Aruba, Bahamas, St. Maarten, St. Kitts, Turks and Caicos, Grand Cayman, and St. Thomas. In 2014,
Effy partnered with Carnival and Princess Cruises, providing the renowned jeweler exclusive presence aboard
three cruise ships, and creating a limited edition, exclusive onboard collection in collaboration with Princess
Cruises' 50th anniversary.

Effy boutiques are now on nine Carnival Cruise liners, and 11 Princess ships. They are the number one
jewelry supplier for Carnival and Princess Cruise lines, as well as their Caribbean and Alaskan ports of call,
on-ship boutiques, and local retailers like Lord and Taylor.

Many people purchase their first piece of Effy Jewelry during a Caribbean Cruise. People enjoy splurging on
luxury items during vacation, but some worry about spending so much money on jewelry without the ability
to comparison shop. And if they get buyer's remorse, there's usually no recourse once the ship sails away.
Effy offers lifetime guarantee, and if you don't like the piece you bought, you have 30 days to return it. You
won't have to worry about returning to some Caribbean boutique to redeem 'store credit only.'

"When it comes to buying gems, the biggest tip I can offer is if you see it and love it, then buy it, especially if
you're traveling to a place you may never go back to," said Feldman. "No one ever regrets buying jewelry, but
many people regret not getting that keepsake piece from their vacation."

The American Dream

Hematian's journey to success was fraught with challenges. He was an electrical engineer living in Iran and
running a factory under contract with Motorola and the government when the shah of Iran was deposed in
February 1979. He was also Jewish. So he fled with his wife and infant son, and never looked back. He came
to New York City and built up his jewelry business from scratch.

"He's truly living the American dream," said Feldman. "Many people have told him to move his production
offshore, but he will not do that."

The line includes classic three-stone rings, single-stone rings, brooches, necklaces, and bracelets, as well as a
men's line that features a wide range of sterling silver, Gento Yellow, and two-tone gold cufflinks, from classic
gemstones to unique items, like ones designed to look like ship portholes.
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All Effy Jewelry is produced the old-fashioned way, via the
lost-wax model casting process. Hematian will make a model of
the piece in wax, then dip the wax into a plaster mold and put it
into a kiln overnight. After he melts out all of the wax, he injects
the hollow image with gold, which cools and solidifies into the
finished product. Once the jewelry is set, it goes through a final
polish, wash and stain to ensure high shine, brilliance, and a
lifetime of perfection.

"There is something inherent in himself; he's obsessed with
quality, and that's what's made him a successful engineer and a
jewelry designer," said Feldman.

Hematian now runs the business with his four children, but as
Feldman quips, "He always says the panther is his fifth child."
As his lifelong muse, the panther shows up in many of
Hematian's designs, symbolizing strength, beauty and power --
all important qualities to him.

"He realized early on that he needed an iconic symbol for his
brand," said Feldman. "He wanted people to see a panther, and
think of Effy."

The line features many bold, colorful pieces of jewelry with
playful, stylish designs. These trend-driven pieces are easily recognizable, thanks to Hematian's use of vivid
gemstones. Effy Jewelry comes at various price points, beginning at $95, so "there's something for
everybody," as Feldman notes.

Exotic touches and global influences make each piece of jewelry stand out, but Hematian's crystal clear vision
allows for endless mixing and matching. Next time you're cruising the Caribbean -- or just cruising around the
mall -- find the piece that perfectly fits your personal style.

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New
York.
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Jewelry, designer gowns,
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Rivers' New York penthouse will be auctioned in

June.
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By Curt Anderson, Michael

Weissenstein | Apr 22

Early Friday, Cuban state

media announced the loosening of the maritime

ban, and Carnival CEO Arnold Donald said in a

statement that the trip would go forward May 1

from Miami.

The Family Jewels: Effy Jewelry Cruises Into the Caribbean http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/culture/news...

3 of 5 5/13/16, 10:24 AM



INSIDE EDGE

PopUps: Out
Athlete Gus
Kenworthy Bares
His Butt On
Instagram
Out athlete Gus Kenworthy

has a special treat for you on his Instagram.

More»

One Million Moms
Continues Assault on Dan
Savage Sitcom

After Racist & Anti-Gay
Rant, Twitter Suspends
Azealia Banks' Account

PopUps: Tumblr Screen
Shots Ryan Reynold's
'Perfect Penis' in
'Deadpool'

A Bloodbath of Shows
Axed for New Shows to
Debut Next Season

If Donald Trump Held a
Concert, Who Might
Perform?

Pura Vida: 72 Hours in
Costa Rica

Atlanta, GA
Atlantic City, NJ
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Buffalo, NY
Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fire Island, NY
Indianapolis, IN
Key West, FL
Las Vegas, NV

Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL
Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN
Nashville, TN
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Orlando, FL
Palm Springs, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA
Portland, OR
Providence, RI
Provincetown, MA
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
Seattle, WA
Washington, DC

BARtab
Bay Area Reporter
Bay Windows
Damron LGBT Travel
HotSpots! Magazine

Metro Weekly
QNotes
Rage Monthly
South Florida Gay News
Uomo Moderno

Network Partners
Get Newsletters
Learn about EDGE
Work here
Visit our Press Room
Advertise
Write Feedback
Read Privacy Statement
Read Terms of Use
Contact Us

Things to do

Enter your email address below to receive
daily email updates including news,
giveaways and more.

Email Updates

Enter email here

Submit

The Family Jewels: Effy Jewelry Cruises Into the Caribbean http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/culture/news...

4 of 5 5/13/16, 10:24 AM



Copyright © 2003-2016

EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved

Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.

98.14.235.74

The Family Jewels: Effy Jewelry Cruises Into the Caribbean http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/culture/news...

5 of 5 5/13/16, 10:24 AM


