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It's been almost 125 years since Anton Chekov wrote "The
Cherry Orchard," but as staged by The Roundabout Theatre
Company at The American Airlines Theatre in Times Square, its
theme of class issues has never been more prescient, thanks in
part to their color-blind casting.

The lovely and fair Diane Lane stars as Madame Ranevskaya, an
aristocratic member of the landed gentry who's fallen on hard
times. After her husband dies of alcoholism, followed by the
drowning of her young son, she decamps for Paris. The opening
scenes find her and her family returning to their familial estate
for a summer spent frolicking in their expansive and titular
cherry orchard.

Those they have left behind -- their adopted daughter Varya (Celia Keenan-Bolger), their flirty maid Dunyasha
(Susannah Flood), the opportunistic Yasha (Maurice Jones) and their faithful old butler Firs (Joel Grey) --- are
beside themselves with excitement at the return of their patrons.

We soon realize that the love is one-sided. Rattling around the decrepit old mansion for so long, Varya longs
to tell her 'little sister' Anya about the possible love connection between her and Lopakhin (Harold Perrineau),
a nouveau-riche merchant whose father was formerly a slave.

But the 17-year-old Anya, played excellently by the ever-surprising Tavi Gevinson, clearly thinks of her as little
more than a servant, not worthy of her time. On multiple occasions, she brushes aside Varya's attempts to
get closer; in one case, actually falling asleep as Varya shares confidences.

While the madame is more gracious in her mannerisms, she too clearly assumes that her loyal servants exist
only to serve, and is unconcerned with their lives or their needs, unwittingly leaving old Firs to freeze to death
alone when they eventually vacate the estate.

It is in part this disregard for the lower classes that causes her to ignore, time and again, crafty Lopakhin's
advice to carve the cherry orchard into summer cottage plots for the growing middle class before the estate
is auctioned at the end of summer.

While her failure to take action necessary to save the family could be attributed to her grief, her
flibbertigibbet brother Gaev (John Glover) has no such excuses for his behavior. Interested in only billiards
and parties, his plan for financial solvency relies on the nebulous notion that someone rich may soon die,
leaving them an inheritance.

As plans go, it's even worse than that of their neighbor Simeonov-Pischik (Chuck Cooper), another aristocratic
landowner whose estate has hit hard times. At least he has the sense to go around badgering his friends for

Select location Search Sign In | Register

News A&E Biz Tech Money Cars Style Health Travel Nightlife Pride Calendar

Harold Perrineau, Diane Lane, and John
Glover  

EDGE Media Network :: The Cherry Orchard http://www.edgemedianetwork.com/preview////204582

1 of 3 3/21/17, 10:10 AM



small loans to pay the interest on his estate, and delving into possible business ventures that eventually do
save him.

Other assorted characters round out the cast, representing factions in the changing society. Aging scholar
Trofimov (Kyle Beltran) lives only for revolution, knowledge, and his love for young Anya. Circuslike governess
Charlotta Ivanovna (Tina Benko) looks for more out of life than simply clowning around. Surly Yasha plays
with the emotions of Dunyasha, stepping on the genuine feelings of clumsy clerk Yepikhodov (Quinn
Mattfeld), dubbed "Mr. Misfortune" here, who truly loves the young maid.

The play unfolds like the fable of "The Ant and the Grasshopper," with Lopakhin constantly urging the family
to sell the orchard immediately and reap the rewards, only to be ignored, the idea chided as gauche. In the
end, it is he that buys the auction at estate, he that reaps the rewards as the family decamps, set to live on
funds provided by a dowager aunt who despises them.

It's in this scene near the end that we most clearly see the impact of the class divide at work. Giddy with his
acquisition, Lopakhin cries: "If my father and grandfather could see me now... their boy, their Yermolai,
beaten-down-pathetic-illiterate Yermolai, who ran around barefoot in winter, see that same Yermolai buy this
estate, the most beautiful place in the world, the estate where my grandfather and father were slaves, where
they weren't even allowed in the kitchen."

Casting the African-American Perrineau in this role brings the class issues into stark relief, making it easier to
see how the upper-crust bourgeoisie set into motion the machinations for their own downfall. It's no
surprise, then, when this successful young merchant declines to ask for Varya's hand in marriage. He's rich
now, and she's little more than a glorified maid.

Stephen Karam's edited version of the script serves our times well, as does the minimalist set design by Scott
Pask and the bewitching lighting of Donald Holder. Live music, coordinated by John Miller, is excellent, and at
2 hours 15 minutes, the play moves at a decent clip.

As the adage reads, money makes the mare go, and nowhere is that more evident than this time-honored
work by Chekov. Now if only our own, modern-day landed gentry would take note.

"The Cherry Orchard" runs through Dec. 4 at American Airlines Theatre, 227 W. 42nd Street in New York City. For
tickets or information, call 212-719-1300 or visit http://www.roundabouttheatre.org

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for EDGE Media
Network, handling all women's news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S. She has contributed to
other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New
York.
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