
7/13/2017 EDGE Media Network :: Summer's Not Just for Kids Anymore At Maine's 'Camp' Camp

https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/politics/news//214767 1/3

News » Politics

Summer's Not Just for Kids Anymore At Maine's 'Camp' Camp
by Winnie McCroy
EDGE Editor
Monday May 8, 2017

Who says you're too old for summer camp? Whether you loved
sleepaway camp as a kid or never had the chance to go, 'Camp'
Camp gives you the opportunity to be a kid again on August 20-
27 in Portland, Maine. Best of all is that this premier camp is for
LGBTQ adults, so even if you got bullied as a kid, now's your
chance to make some new childhood memories.  

"We tend to get a lot of people who went to camp as kids;
longtime campers who want to have that experience again,"
said owner/director Kerry Ri�e. "Some want to repair bad
memories of being a gay kid at camp. Then there are people
like myself, who never went to camp and thought it would be
an interesting vacation."  

Ri�e said that they have an 80 percent return rate for campers, who say they are motivated by the
welcoming and friendly campers. This goes back to the founder's original plan, to allow people to put down
their phones and "be their real selves, to disconnect from everyday life and connect with people out in
nature."

"The founder had been a director of camps, and when he came
out fairly late in life, his wife sent him to Provincetown to �nd
his gay self -- and he had a miserable time. He didn't �t in with
the muscle guys, and wanted to �nd a place where gay men
and women could come together without the pressures of sex
and alcohol. Experience taught him that camp was a great place
for that to happen. So he made a camp for gay adults,"
explained Ri�e, who initially worked as an instructor at 'Camp'
Camp since its inception in 1997 by Bill Cole.  

Ri�e said that when Cole stepped down in 2005, he asked him
and his business partner, Susan, to take over operations. They
did, and have maintained Cole's original structure, as well as
the emphasis that campers be respectful of their substance
use, out of respect for those in recovery.

In the past 20 years, the camp has grown from 88 people to
more than 240 each summer, although about half of campers
do work exchange. For example, one camper who was a rocket
scientist taught a class on creating rockets; others teach
softball, basketball, soccer, or pottery classes. Those without
speci�c skills do work exchange at the dining hall or logistics. 

A typical day at 'Camp' Camp is pretty much what you'd expect.
There are four activity periods during the day, from which
campers have 10-15 classes to choose. They can do yoga or
grab a morning swim across the lake before breakfast, meet
with their Rainbow Group of 12-14 people, then engage in
activities, have lunch, do another activity, have dinner, and then

enjoy the evening social event.
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"We're structured just like a sleepaway camp for kids. In fact,
the camp we use is a sleepaway camp for teens," said Ri�e.
"People make their own schedules, as active as making stained
glass panels, or they can just lay by the water all week long. It's
your vacation -- you can make it whatever you want." 

Registration fees of $1,675 for the week include
accommodations in communal cabins that sleep 5-20 men or
women (one gender-neutral/co-ed cabin also available). It
covers all meals & snacks; beer and wine during select evening
social events; round-trip transportation to Camp from Portland,
Maine airport, train, or bus station; and on-site parking.

Extra fees may be required for camp store purchases; premium
services like massage and Reiki; supplemental fees ($10-$35)
applicable to a few select activities such as jewelry classes and
sightseeing trips (when o�ered); and beer and wine at the Best
Time Wine Bar on select evenings from 10:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. 

A $500 deposit is required to reserve a space, with the balance
of fees due by July 15. Monthly payment plans are available.
'Camp' Camp accepts reservations for as long as there is space,
but some years have sold out by June 1.

If registration fees are out of your budget, consider applying for
a sta� position. About half of campers pay reduced fees in
exchange for working at camp. Depending on your work
exchange, your camp fees can be as little as $300. Camperships
are awarded by need, but none will cover 100 percent of fees.  

So if you'd like to end your summer by communing with nature
and making new friends, 'Camp' Camp could be just the LGBT
getaway you've been searching for! 

To register, call 347-453-5257, email info@campcamp.com, or
visit http://www.campcamp.com/register/

For more information, visit http://www.campcamp.com or https://www.facebook.com/BestTimeEver 

'Camp' Camp: Bring Back The Summer

  (Source:www.campcamp.com)

  (Source:www.campcamp.com)

  (Source:www.campcamp.com)
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INSIDE EDGE

 

13

Comments
Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook
0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

Samsung on a Roll as
Data Demand for
Memory Chips Soars

Watch: Gay Cop Who
Proposed to Boyfriend at
London Pride Regrets
Decision

Creationist Says More
Hotels Will Make His
Noah's Ark Park a Hit

Fire Island Invasion ::
July 4, 2017

Showtime Con�rms 'The
L Word' Reboot is in
Development

Schumer Calls on FDA to
Regulate 'Snortable
Chocolate'

Atlanta, GA
Atlantic City, NJ
Austin, TX
Baltimore, MD
Boston, MA
Bu�alo, NY
Charlotte, NC
Chicago, IL
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO
Detroit, MI
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fire Island, NY
Indianapolis, IN
Key West, FL
Las Vegas, NV

Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL
Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN
Nashville, TN
New Orleans, LA
New York, NY
Orlando, FL
Palm Springs, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Phoenix, AZ
Pittsburgh, PA
Portland, OR
Providence, RI
Provincetown, MA
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
Seattle, WA
Washington, DC

Bay Area Reporter
Bay Windows
Damron LGBT Travel
HotSpots! Magazine
QNotes
Rage Monthly
South Florida Gay News

Network Partners
Get Newsletters 
Learn about EDGE 
Work here 
Visit our Press Room
Advertise 
Write Feedback 
Read Privacy Statement 
Read Terms of Use 
Contact Us 

Things to do

Enter your email address below to receive
daily email updates including news,
giveaways and more.

Email Updates

Enter email here  Submit

 

Copyright © 2003-2017 
EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved 
Homotech, YouShoot, EDGE Media Network, Pride Labs and QueeryMe are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc. 
98.14.235.74

https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=321241521340028&channel_url=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter%2Fr%2FXBwzv5Yrm_1.js%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df15774bfdcb109%26domain%3Dwww.edgemedianetwork.com%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.edgemedianetwork.com%252Ff1ec0b88e00054%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edgemedianetwork.com%2F214767&locale=en_US&numposts=2&sdk=joey&version=v2.7&width=590
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/?utm_campaign=social_plugins&utm_medium=offsite_pages&utm_source=comments_plugin
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/technology/personal_tech/news//217990/samsung_on_a_roll_as_data_demand_for_memory_chips_soars
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/international/news//217855/watch:_gay_cop_who_proposed_to_boyfriend_at_london_pride_regrets_decision_
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/religion/news//218077/creationist_says_more_hotels_will_make_his_noahs_ark_park_a_hit
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/nightlife/photo_albums/photoalbums//217944/fire_island_invasion_::_july_4,_2017
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/entertainment/television/news//218181/showtime_confirms_the_l_word_reboot_is_in_development
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/news/national/news//218041/schumer_calls_on_fda_to_regulate_snortable_chocolate
https://atlanta.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://atlanticcity.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://austin.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://baltimore.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://boston.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://buffalo.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://charlotte.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://chicago.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://cleveland.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://columbus.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://dallas.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://denver.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://detroit.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://ftlauderdale.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://fireisland.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://indianapolis.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://keywest.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://lasvegas.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://losangeles.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://miami.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://twincities.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://nashville.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://neworleans.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://newyork.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://orlando.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://palmsprings.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://philadelphia.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://phoenix.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://pittsburgh.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://portland.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://providence.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://ptown.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://sandiego.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://sanfrancisco.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://seattle.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://washington.edgemedianetwork.com/
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=bayareareporter
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=baywindows
http://www.damron.com/
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=hotspots
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=qnotes
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=rage
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?ch=partners&partner=southfloridagaynews
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/subscribe
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=about
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=careers
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=pressroom
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=advertise
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=feedback
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=privacy
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=termsofuse
https://www.edgemedianetwork.com/index.php?sc=contact

