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Both men send a steady stream of
whiskey down the hatch, clouding
memories from half-truths, leaving Hirst
relying on a past that is buried in a book
of photographs which he can no longer
stomach looking at.
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"Homies forever" reads the graffiti header on a
Twitter pic of Sirs Patrick Stewart and Ian McKellan
during a September outing to Coney Island. And it
appears as though the time these two seasoned
actors spent turning the Big Apple into their
playground has been put to good use. For when they
team up for Harold Pinter’s existential comedy "No
Man’s Land," the onstage chemistry is palpable.

"I’m too old for any kind of expectations," says
McKellan in the role of Spooner, the down-on-his-luck
boozehound that follows wealthy poet Hirst (Stewart)
to his Hampstead home for a drink after presumably
first meeting at the Jack Straw Pub earlier that
evening.

Hirst can hardly argue. The stiff-jawed mumbler is besotted after countless pints of ale followed by
six or seven tumblers of Scotch, but his cups are not the only thing that he’s down in. As the equally
heavy-drinking but far more jocular jester, Spooner speaks truth when he quips that, "when you can
no longer maintain an objective relation to matter, the game’s not worth the candle."

For these two aging artists, discerning an objective relation to anything real is the challenge at
hand. At first, we suspect Spooner is a con man who has followed Hirst home to avail himself of the
drunken man’s hospitality. We later realize that the two men may actually know each other, as they
appear to have attended university together, and know (and have dated) the same people.

But nothing is really as it seems in Pinter’s play about memory and the unreliability of "truth." It is
clear that Spooner, in his shabby suit and dirty white canvas sneakers, has not found success in the
same way his wealthy friend Hirst has. He hangs on to the bottle of booze, cradling it as he steps
lightly, bantering brightly, complimenting insincerely and attempting to avoid offense.

This drunken mooch is a threat to the livelihood of the cleaned-up soccer hooligans and possible gay
lovers, Hirst’s assistants Foster (Billy Crudup) and Briggs (Shuler Hensley). (All four characters are
named for cricket players).

After Hirst tips one too many and crawls offstage to bed, the thugs lock Spooner in the drawing
room for the evening. With the morning light, both the drinking and the memory games continue.
Hirst takes Spooner for his old Oxbridge classmate, and the two trade barbs about friends they
shared, teas on the lawn, and women both knew and slept with -- including Spooner’s alleged wife.
Spooner begs for a job, to no avail.

At the end of this bucolic reminiscence, however,
Hirst accuses Spooner of being an imposter,
saying, "You are clearly a lout! The Charles
Wetherby I knew was a gentleman. I see a figure
reduced. I am sorry for you. Where is the moral
ardour that sustained you once? Gone down the
hatch."

Unfortunately, everything in this play goes down
the hatch. Both men send a steady stream of whiskey down the hatch, clouding memories from
half-truths, leaving Hirst relying on a past that is buried in a book of photographs which he can no
longer stomach looking at.

He allows for the love of a good ghost, but notes that "there are places in my heart that no living
thing can trespass." At the end of the play, you are left to wonder whether anything here is true or
real. Do the two men know each other? Did Hirst sleep with Spooner’s wife? Are they old school
chums, or is Spooner just a genial hornswoggler?

As the action draws to a close, they are both stuck in no man’s land, a place that "does not move...

Ian McKellan and Patrick Stewart in ’No Man’s
Land’  (Source:Joan Marcus)
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Block Party @ Mova :: February
1, 2014
The Mova Block Party was a great time
featuring the Andrew Christian Underwear
Runway Show, along with DJ’s Tracy Young,
LaTrice and Miik. Check out the photos.

Sunday Service @ Sanky’s ::
February 2, 2014
Sunday Service is one of those hard-to-find
parties that have been an amazing success
from day one and by now has become one of
the best parties NYC has seen in a long time,

where new school meets old school and a great time for all
is guaranteed.

F#*K’N Classy Thursdays @
Score :: February 6, 2014
F#*K’N Classy Thursdays at Score was hosted
by Chyna Girl and Danny Ferro, with DJ Daisy
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or change... or grow old... remains... forever... icy... silent."

Stewart is remarkable in his role as a buttoned-up rich literati, hitting the bottle hard enough to
silence his legions of ghosts. McKellan is sympathetic and skilled in his delivery of a man who treads
lightly on the edge of conversations, looking for a way to ingratiate himself and improve his own
position, but possessing no real underlying malice.

The manner in which he jumpily edges away from Foster and Briggs whenever they share his space
creates an uneasiness that is real to life; you never can tell whether these former thugs intend to
pour him Champagne, or bash in his freeloading skull. Sometimes it seems as though both might
pass simultaneously.

Despite a wonky English accent, Crudup does a fine job as a formerly low-class dandy, glad in a
gaudy polyester suit with a butterfly collar. Hensley is formidable as the heavy, and comports
himself well among his award-winning cast mates.

All four actors are pulling double duty as they perform "No Man’s Land" in repertory with Samuel
Beckett’s equally existential play, "Waiting for Godot." Nothingness never felt so good.

"No Man’s Land/Waiting for Godot" runs through March 30 at the Cort Theatre, 138 W 48th St. in
New York. For information or tickets, call 212-239-6210 or visit http://www.twoplaysinrep.com

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for
EDGE Media Network, handling all women’s news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S.
She has contributed to other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The
Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New York, where she writes about local restaurants in her food blog,
http://brooklyniscookin.blogspot.com/

D. EDGE has the photos.
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