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Armado, played to a T by Caesar Samayoa
in a performance that may well have
stolen the show, is not afraid to proclaim
his love for skeptical Jaquenetta (Rebecca
Naomi Jones), be it in verse, in song or in
letter.
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A group of handsome young men encounter a passel
of pretty young women; comic hijinks ensue. This
premise was enough for William Shakespeare to
concoct the comedy "Love’s Labour’s Lost," now
playing at the Delacorte Theater as part of the Public
Theatre’s summer Shakespeare in the Park series.
But thanks to the inspired adaptation by director Alex
Timbers, with songs by Michael Friedman, the show is
elevated to a ribald comic bromance.

The backstory of this play is unusual for a comedy, in
that the young men in question have celebrated their
five-year college reunion by solemnly packing up
their video games, their bong and their condoms.
They have signed a pledge to their liege, the King of

Navarre (Daniel Breaker) to forswear booze, drugs, women and diversions of all sorts in lieu of three
years of contemplative study, fasting and minimal sleep.

Lord Berowne, played by an irascible Colin Donnell, is the most hesitant to give up his pleasurable
diversions, singing a tune "Young Men," about the vices that youth should, by rights, enjoy. He adds
his name to the vow, but forewarns the King of the folly, reminding him that the princess and her
three ladies are coming to the kingdom.

John Lee Beatty’s stage is set with a rustic Berkshires cabin, in which the men cloister themselves, a
stone patio with a hot tub, and an adjacent and well-stocked tavern. When the women arrive,
singing "Hey Boys," the king would have them sleep in the courtyard until their business is
transacted (the women in this play decidedly get the fuzzy end of the lollipop at every turn). But
fate and hormones make other plans.

For the princess (Patti Murin) has a past history with the king, as do her ladies in waiting with his
men. Berowne is smitten instantly when he sees his old college fling Rosaline, played by sprightly
redhead Maria Thayer, best remembered as the "Strangers With Candy" character Tammi Littlenut:
("Hey coppertop, does the carpet match the drapes?") While the others fall head over heels, it is
Rosaline who holds the line ’til the very end.

Longaville (Bryce Pinkham) and Dumaine (Lucas Near-Verbrugghe) also rekindle romance with the
princess’ other ladies, Maria (Kimiko Glenn) and Katherine (Audrey Lynn Weston). These girls don’t
play hard to get; in fact, flighty Maria rarely gets it at all.

The play unfolds in a series wrongly delivered love letters and comic subplots, primarily that
between eccentric, wealthy Spanish noble Don Adriano de Armado and comely bar wench
Jaquenetta, with whom he has fallen madly in love. Armado, played to a T by Caesar Samayoa in a
performance that may well have stolen the show, is not afraid to proclaim his love for skeptical
Jaquenetta (Rebecca Naomi Jones), be it in verse, in song or in a letter. But she has her own song
to sing, "Love’s a Gun."

The case of the mistakenly delivered letter is
another source of comic relief. Charged with
delivering missives, servant Costard (Charlie
Pollock) is given the Matthew McConaughey
treatment, complete with an often unbuttoned
Hawaiian shirt, the penchant for saying "Alright,
alright, alright" and the employment of some
choice dialogue from the 1993 cult hit "Dazed

and Confused," regarding young women: "I get older, they stay the same age." He rivals Armado for
Jaquenetta’s hand, and makes a stoner’s mess of delivering love letters from each nobleman to the
wrong lady.

He also gets one of the funniest songs in the show, "Rich People," which argues that the wealthy
folks take all the perks, with the biting lyrics, "They pay for better seats at plays that should be free,
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and they think it’s fine/ to skip the line, and cut in front to pee."

"Love’s Labour’s Lost" was reputedly a play for scholars, written for the Inns of Court, whose
students would have been able to appreciate its clever wordplay, puns and literary allusions. But
through the use of song and modern interplay, the seldom-performed treasure is made accessible to
the everyman. Even my teenage nephew was able to laugh out loud at the jokes.

And the sight gags didn’t hurt, either. When Longaville (Bryce Pinkham) takes to the stage in a
silver sequin vest and short shorts, with taps on his gray Adidas shell-tops, the spectacle is
complete. Well, that is except for the addition of comedians Rachel Dratch and Jeff Hiller as
Holofernes and Nathanial, a schoolmaster and curate, and the Middletown High School Marching
Band, as in the whole band.

But for a play professing to be a comedy, "Love’s Labour’s Lost" has a bleak ending. After the
doubletalk and masquerades, after each love has revealed itself true and everyone looks to live
happily ever after, an emissary arrives with the news that the princess’ father has died.

She must take the throne, and she beseeches the king and his men to follow their plan of study and
ascetic living for a year’s time. If at the end, they have been true and their love is still strong, they
will reconnect. They depart sadly, and it seems that the only man to keep his love is the sanguine
Armado, who gets his Jaquenetta in the end.

At a brisk, intermission-free hour and forty minutes, this comic play with a somewhat tragic ending
is a perfect offering for Shakespeare in the Park. The modernization makes it accessible despite its
esoteric background, and the full compliment of 21 songs, assorted dances, ribald language and
hilarious sight gags makes the short time thoroughly enjoyable. If only summer wasn’t as short and
sweet as is this charming summer play.

"Love’s Labour’s Lost" runs through August 18 at the Delacorte Theater, 81st Street and Central
Park West. For information or tickets, call 212-967-7555 or visit www.shakespeareinthepark.org to
find out about free ticketing instructions.

Winnie McCroy is the Women on the EDGE Editor, HIV/Health Editor, and Assistant Entertainment Editor for
EDGE Media Network, handling all women’s news, HIV health stories and theater reviews throughout the U.S.
She has contributed to other publications, including The Village Voice, Gay City News, Chelsea Now and The
Advocate, and lives in Brooklyn, New York, where she writes about local restaurants in her food blog,
http://brooklyniscookin.blogspot.com/
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